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Tech fund ends year with extra $160K
By MEGAN NITSCHKE
Copy Editor

Starting next year, MSUM
will see an increase in money
available for upgrading technology as well as special projects that need funding.
The deans in the surrounding colleges are required to
make requests to the Student
Technology Fee Committee.
Approximately $200,000 was
issued to MSUM, but due to
a miscommunication, according to senior Chris Fried, who
serves on the committee, about

$160,000 is still available for
reallocation before next year’s
increase.
“The Tech Fee Committee
went through the majority of
this year with the understanding that those funds wouldn’t
kick in until next year’s request
cycle,” Fried said.
The committee is responsible for making allocations
based off the available amount,
but 10 percent of the collected
funds roll over to next year
as a safety net. Not all that
money is required to be spent

by the end of this year.
Among the requests for
spending the money is a
campus-wide license for
lynda.com, an online repository of software training, videos
and tutorials. Also, a request
has been made for the implementation of digital signage,
which will serve as informational monitors that include
campus news, scheduling,
national news and others.
The increase in available
money for technology next
year will come from a replace-

ment of what students pay as
their technology fee. The student technology fee, starting
next fall, will fall from $6.50
per credit hour to $1.
Rather than having the full
amount as a fee, $5.50 will
go into tuition. The advantage
here is that the state matches
most of what students pay in
tuition; therefore, the money
that is paid through tuition
will come out to a little less
than $12 issued by the state,
versus $6.50 in prior years.
“This has an overall effect

Gearin’ up for Earth Day

of increasing the total amount
of money that the institution
will receive that it didn’t have
before,” said Warren Wiese,
chairman of the technology
committee and vice president
of student affairs.
The increase in money
granted to MSUM by the state
will give the technology committee an “opportunity to find
exciting things students can
enjoy,” Wiese said.
Nitschke can be reached
at nitschkeme@mnstate.edu

Campus
welcomes
honors
fraternity
By ANNA GEORGE
Staff Writer

TAAREN HAAK / THE ADVOCATE

Joe Curry, a volunteer for the F-M Community Bike Workshop, fixes sophomore Sara Bowman’s bike during an Earth Day
celebration April 22 on the campus mall.

Seniors’ graduation preparation adds up
By GOPAL CHAUDHARY
Staff Writer

After two weeks of flood
crisis, seniors and faculty
members work scrupulously
to make the upcoming graduation ceremony special like
every year.
The ceremonies will take
place starting at 10 a.m. for
the Colleges of Social and
Natural Sciences as well as
Business and Industry, and
2 p.m. for the Colleges of
Arts and Humanities and

the College of Education and
Human Services on May 15
in Nemzek. Rick Kasper and
Patrick McDonough are the
guest speakers.
“Nine hundred sixty students have applied this year
for graduation, and about
675 will be walking for their
commencement,” said Shawn
Soderberg, graduation ceremony coordinator. “The figures have risen slightly this
year by applicants from nursing majors.”

The loss of two weeks has
made Soderberg, faculty
members and seniors feel
the pressure of arranging
everything in time. However,
mailings have already been
sent out and arrangement of
commencement programs is
underway.
The cost of graduating hovers in the minds of graduates. The bookstore provides
caps, gowns, tassels, hoods,
announcements,
diploma
frames, class rings and other

items for the graduation
ceremony. For a bachelor’s
degree, the expense for proper graduation garb is around
$25, while for master’s and
doctorate’s degrees, the prices vary and are a little higher
due to the extra $30 cost of
the hood.
“I have talked to other
schools. It is fairly cheap here
comparatively, and the prices
are similar to last year,” said
Sue Blinn of the bookstore.

grads, back page

There is a new organization on campus. Phi Sigma
Pi is a co-ed fraternity that
focuses on honor society,
service fraternity and social
fraternity.
“We are members of the
national organization that
mixes three types of organizations: social, philanthropic
and scholarship,” said freshman Rachel Wassberg, president of the organization’s
MSUM chapter.
Phi Sigma Pi started out
at the University of Central
Missouri and has expanded
to about 100 other chapters
nationwide. This organization is different than most
fraternities and it is not part
of the social Greek system.
“We found the organization online and thought it
seemed like a really good
fit for the school,” Wassberg
said.
Right now there are about
30 members at MSUM who
are in the co-ed fraternity.
Each member is required to
have completed a semester
of college coursework and
have at least a 3.0 GPA.
Students must also participate in a committee and
attend a certain number of
meetings.
“(Phi Sigma Pi) provides
academic achievement and

honors, back page
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Correction

The editorial that ran in the
April 23 issue of the Advocate
contained an error.
The 5 percent tuition increase
was proposed by the administration, not the MSUSA.
The administration will be
voting on the increase this
week.

James Sewell Ballet
to perform Saturday

The James Sewell Ballet, a
Twin Cities ensemble of eight
dancers who perform innovative works that explore the
technical boundaries of ballet, will be on stage at 7:30
p.m. Saturday in the Hansen
Theatre.
For tickets, call the MSUM
box office at 477-2271.

Advocate meetings
4 p.m. Mondays in
CMU 110

The Advocate would like to
invite any interested students
to their weekly meetings in
The Advocate office. Pick up
an application today and apply to be a sports writer, staff
writer, cartoonist or photographer. Photographers meetings
are at 4:30 p.m.
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Red Weather release
party held tonight

The release party for the
2009 issue of Red Weather,
MSUM’s annual literary
magazine, starts at 7:30 p.m.
tonight in the Spirit Room in
downtown Fargo.
For more information, visit
www.mnstate.edu/redweather.

Celebrating the Red
Rivers retreat

Floodstock ‘09 is a community celebration starting at 7:30
p.m. Tuesday at the Hansen
Theatre.
There will be music, commentary and comedy.
The event is free and open
to the public, but seating is
limited, so tickets are required
for admittance.
The free tickets will be available starting today from noon
to 4 p.m. Call the MSUM Box
Office at (218)477-2271.
Floodstock ‘09 will support
the United Way of Cass-Clay’s
flood relief fund.

Final exam dates
changed for make-up

May 8, 11, 12 and 13 will follow their normal finals schedule. The finals that were to be
held May 7 will be May 14.
Commencement will be at the
scheduled time on May 15.
Grades will be due May 22,

but instructors of graduating seniors who have licenser
issues will be asked to provide
grades by May 20 for those
students.
The Records Office will contact faculty who need to provide these grades.
Although final exams are
scheduled three hours apart,
they usually last two hours
with a one-hour break in
between. Due to the loss of
days, faculty may wish to “run
over” up to half an hour into
the break time to make room
for additional instruction.

Digital Painting
offered this summer

There will be a credit or
non-credit course called digital painting offered this summer. It will be held from 1 to
4 p.m. Fridays from June 12 to
July 17 in CA 167.
The cost for the non-credit
course is $100. The one-credit course, Art 499/599, may
be taken for undergraduate
credit, for $145, or graduate
credit, for $200. Students new
to MSUM pay a one-time $20
application fee.
For more information or to
register you may go online to
www.mnstate.edu/continue
or e-mail contstdy@mnstate.
edu or call 477-5862.

Offering grantwriting bootcamp

MSUM is offering a grantwriting bootcamp that runs
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. May 18
to 22 in MacLean 166.
The course can be taken for
non-credit at a cost of $295
plus cost of text or for three
undergraduate or graduate
credits at regular tuition rates.

Senior film projects
to play in Weld

There will be a film event
displaying students’ final film
projects. The event starts at
6:30 p.m. today and Friday in
Weld.
The event is free and open
to the public.

Concordia hosts info
table on Saberi

Concordia students will be
hosting an informational table
about imprisoned journalist
Roxana Saberi from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. today in the Atrium,
Knutson Campus Center.
The students will be handing out information about
Saberi’s case as well as selling
“Free Roxana” yellow ribbon
pins to raise money to help
with legal and travel expenses
for the Saberi family.

‘The Producers’
rescheduled

Due to the flood, the theater
production of “The Producers”
has been postponed to June 9
to 12.
There will be five musicals
this summer:
“The Producers” June 9 to
12 in Hansen Theatre.
“Back to the `80s” June 16
to 19 and 23 to 26 in Gaede
Stage.
“The Full Monty” July 7 to
10 in Hansen Theatre.
“Swing” July 14 to 17 in
Gaede Stage.
“Seussical” July 23 to 31 in
Hansen Theatre.

Register for flood
disaster relief

Residents of Clay, Norman,
Traverse and Wilkin counties
who sustained damage during the recent severe storms
and flooding are urged to contact the Federal Emergency
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Management Agency at 800621-3362 or online at www.
disasterassistance.gov.
Even if you have already
filled out a damage report
form with the state, county
emergency managers or voluntary agency, you must still
register with FEMA.

Art exhibit display
goes until May 13

The art exhibit will be on
display Monday through May
13 in the Center for the Arts.
A reception for the artists
will be held from 4 to 6 p.m.
Monday in the gallery.
Gallery hours are 9:30 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. Monday to Friday
and 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday.

Bearded Men return

The Bearded Men improv
group will return from their
Chicago trip and perform at
7:30 p.m. tonight at Babb’s
coffee house in Fargo. The cost
is $3.

Free advice for F-M
flood victims

FEMA teams will be giving
advice to homeowners who
sustained damage during the
flood.
The teams will be speaking
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. today
at True Value in Moorhead
and Friday through Monday
at Menard’s South.
Individuals can still apply
for FEMA assistance by calling 1-800-621-FEMA (3362) or
1-800-462-7585, from 6 a.m. to
midnight, seven days a week.
Residents
also
may
apply online at www.
DisasterAssistance.gov.
Deadline for applications is
June 9.
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Drunken Noodle offers cheap eats
By BEN SAILER
Staff Writer

From the owners of the
Thai Orchid and Leela Thai,
David Scheer and Thamrong
Decchawuth (better known as
“Chef Keng”), comes a new,
inexpensive downtown eatery.
The Drunken Noodle,
recently opened at 623 NP
Ave in Fargo, seeks to offer a
casual dining experience, at a
price students can afford.
Given the proprietors’ track
record, one would expect
good things from this place,
and it doesn’t disappoint.
While the décor is minimal
(Scheer said they’re thinking
of ways to fill their empty
space), it delivers where it
counts with good food, fast
service and an inviting atmosphere.
Aside from its lower price
point (everything is under $7),
The Drunken Noodle further
differentiates itself from its
bigger cousins in that it isn’t
strictly a Thai restaurant.
With menu options including Asian, Italian and classic Americana-style noodle
dishes, as well as a small
selection of soups and appetizers, patrons of all tastes
should have no problem finding something to suit their
palette. If you’re not feeling
adventurous, Scheer said
their macaroni and cheese is
the best in town.
As a first-time diner, I
chose their namesake dish,
the drunken noodles. I figured it would be a safe bet,
and I played my cards right;
while I found the dish slightly spicy, it was delicious and
well prepared.
Consisting of wide egg
noodles with tomatoes, broccoli, carrots, hot basil, bell
peppers, onions, garlic and
jalapenos, it was both flavorful and filling without feeling
overly filling.
While I ordered mine with
tofu, you can also opt for
chicken, beef or shrimp,
which I have faith are equally
delectable.
Aside from college kids, the
Drunken Noodle also aims to
pull in the weekend bar rush.
While they aren’t encouraging excessive alcohol consumption, drunken noodles
have historically been eaten
while drinking to settle the
stomach.
The restaurant is open
until 3 a.m. on Friday and
Saturday nights to cater to
those leaving the bars after
last call, looking for someplace to go. Anyone who has
been down Broadway on any
given weekend knows that’s
a large market.
There is certainly room for
more affordable eating options
downtown, and the Drunken
Noodle fills that niche well.
Its convenient location and
casual feel make it an excel-

photos by ben sailer / The advocate

James Kawlewski stands behind the counter at the Drunken Noodle. The new restaurant opened recently in downtown Fargo offering
Thai, Italian and American style noodles.

The Drunken Noodle, located at
623 NP Ave Fargo, opened
April 13.

lent place to meet up with
friends, offering an alternative to the usual bars and coffee shops at a price point that
fits a college budget.
Sailer can be reached at
sailerbe@mnstate.edu

Want a part-time
job next fall?
Apply to be
distribution
manager of The
Advocate.
E-mail advocate@
mnstate.edu
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Advocate editorial board
Heidi Shaffer
Editor

Ben Sailer
Assistant Editor

Chris Erickson
Opinion Editor

It’s the end of another year at the Advocate, and we
would like to take this time to commemorate the
retirement of our long-time adviser, Glenn Tornell.

After 31 years overseeing the staff of MSUM’s student-run newspaper and working as the university’s
news and publications director, Tornell recently announced he will retire in June.
Tornell didn’t enter the journalism world the way
most writers do.
He didn’t study journalism or a related field in college (he majored in humanities). Rather, he was
handed an Associated Press style guide during his
third year as an Air Force officer and assigned to
write for his base newspaper in Charleston, S.C.
Tornell said he rarely read the paper before that
time, but he later parlayed that experience into a successful career as a journalist.
Just as his route into journalism was untraditional,
so is his approach to advising the paper. He opts for
a hands-off approach, making himself available to
help when he’s asked and allowing the staff to try,
fail and try again on its own.
He has always been willing to do anything for us
on a moment’s notice, but never has he tried to take
control of the paper or tell us what to do.
That isn’t how he rolls.
Rather, he has encouraged us not to be afraid to try
new things or get into trouble (within reason). His
wit provided us with a welcome counterbalance to
the overwhelming stress that often comes with producing a weekly publication. Every week he walks
into our office, asks if we need anything, and takes
off, usually after telling us we’re all too concerned
about getting jobs to break the rules or ruffle any
feathers.
One of the greatest pieces of advice he has left us
with is that while this is a serious academic endeavor, we need to remember how to relax. No matter
how large an error we’ve made, he has always remained level-headed and simply told us to do better
next week.
But most of all, having someone we respect on our
side has made this learning experience easier, and
more fun, for all of us.
From three decades of Advocate editors, thank you,
Glenn. You’ll be missed.
The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and your turn submissions. They should be
typed and must include the writer’s name, signature,
address, phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m.
Monday and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in The Advocate office
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.

Illustration by John Berdahl / The Advocate

The Advocate
wishes a fond
farewell to advisor
Glenn Tornell

Letter to the Editor

International article misleading
I am a little disappointed in
the article that came out April
23, in The Advocate titled
“International students tend to
transfer.” The title has a negative tone and implies a bigger
issue than what we perceive is
happening right now.
The first question I was
asked during the interview
was if international students
“tend to transfer?” Based on
the title of the article, is seems
that there may have been an
agenda before the students
even interviewed me.
My response to this question was that we are beginning
to see an increasing trend of
international students transferring, especially with a particular international student
population.
I mentioned that we are
seeing this trend specifically
with our students from Nepal
and not with our other international students. The title
alone implies that this is a
widespread problem with all
of our international students.
Furthermore, I mentioned that
we have as many students
transferring to MSUM as
there are students transferring
out but there was no mention of this. I also indicated
that this trend is occurring all
over the United States with
students from Nepal and it is
not uncommon to see three or
four transcripts from various
colleges that students from
Nepal have attended.
In regard to the quotes in
the article, it is imperative that
students submitting articles to
The Advocate quote people
correctly. In the quote on the
front page, I was quoted as

saying, “During the last fall,
among 173 freshmen, 25 transferred after completion of their
first semester, among which
most were Nepali students.”
Actually, what I said was,
“Last fall, we had 173 Nepali
students attending MSUM, of
these Nepali students about 25
of them transferred.”
The article goes on to state
that we are changing several
policies to keep students here.
Actually, there is only one policy that we are changing, and
that is how we will apply our
in-state tuition for new entering international students.
The student will pay outstate tuition the first semester, and upon enrolling for
the second semester, the entire
in-state tuition scholarship
for both the first and second semester will be applied
toward the second semester
balance.
There is no refund occurring and the student still gets
the entire Minnesota Resident
Tuition Scholarship for the
year as long as they enroll for
the second semester.
If they do not enroll for
the second semester, the student will have paid out-state
tuition. After a student has
completed two semesters, then
the in-state tuition scholarship
will be applied each semester.
Based on my recollection of
the interview, the entire quote
on the back page was made
up. I did not say that “This
policy might bring change in
the way international students
are transferring. It’s not that
we want to bind students to
MSUM, but we want to give
them more time to think and

decide if they really want to
transfer, as well as we also
hope that this might to change
the perspective of the students
towards MSUM.”
It isn’t a bad quote. And I
don’t really have a problem
with what is being said, it’s
just that I didn’t say it. When
asked about other things we
are doing to keep students
from transferring, I spoke at
length about the quality services that we are providing
and that it is our goal to ensure
that students know that we
care about them. Again, no
mention of the positive.
In short, I appreciate aspiring reporters and that students are looking for a “hot
topic” to report on. I have
no problem fielding questions
from students; however, when
an article seems to be written
with a particular slant, inaccurate facts and I am misquoted
or quotes are made up, it concerns me.
Unfortunately, the student(s)
who interviewed me about this
subject took very few notes.
I have had some reporters
come in with a tape recorder
and I believe this is the best
approach in order to make
sure facts are accurate.
Unfortunately, from my
perspective, the damage is
done... and according to The
Advocate, “all of our international students are tending to
transfer.” This is not the case.

Greg M. Wymer
Director of International
Student Affairs, MSUM
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Job hunting brings new stress to life
Hands sweaty and shaking,
I attempted to hand the meticulously-prepared package to
the postman. I couldn’t let the
death grip off the shiny, white
envelope containing my heart
and soul.
My head spun and thoughts
raced. What if I get the job?
What if I don’t? In a matter of
seconds, every possible scenario played out as the postman
tried to capture my attention.
“Ma’am, ma’am are you OK?”
he said.
“Oh yes, I’m just scared,”
I replied, dumbfounded. My
inner monologue died in that
instant and I blurted out, “What
if I get the job? What if I don’t

get the job?”
He knew. “You graduating
soon?” He grinned. What could
have possibly made it so obvious? (Insert sarcasm here.)
Dirty coffee cups, manila
envelopes, resume paper and
half of Office Max is strewn
across the wood floor in my
apartment. These are the first
signs of a job application addict

on a feverish
hunt.
While the end
of the semester
and graduation
should be the
main focus, I
am glued to job
search Web sites.
Since the mailing of that first job
application, I obsessively check
my phone for any missed calls.
Still nothing. And the job search
continues.
To be honest, I have never
felt so inadequate. In this egoblowing process, I remind
myself, “Economic downturn,
economic downturn.” Is there
a Facebook comfort-page for

graduates to share their job
hunting trials and tribulations?
Construction of cover letters is the only instance I have
experienced where a person is
expected to brag. While I understand it is a necessary item,
the cover letter writing process
is perhaps the most conceited
thing I have ever participated
in, consisting of the same stuffy,
constructed and professional
jargon to each and every prospective employer.
In an attempt to spice things
up, and perhaps out of sheer
boredom, I want to write things
like, “I am laid back, a hard
worker, a fast learner, and I’d
make a great addition to your

team because I, too, love to
have fun.”
Besides coffee and cigarettes,
the only thing that gives me
comfort in this time of chaos
is the notion that somewhere,
someone will see something in
me as a prospective employee.
I will land the job that is
meant to be in my life path.
Until then, the words of Jerry
Garcia ring true in my head,
“Keep on truckin’.” Until those
lofty dreams are a reality, truck
along I will, Mr. Garcia.

Job hunt troubles?
E-mail Call
at callli@mnstate.edu

Illustration by Liz Johanson / The Advocate

Wisdom whoa!

Africa’s problem with religion

Illustration by John Berdahl / The Advocate

“In mala fide” is Latin for
“in bad faith.” It signifies that
a good thing done for a bad
reason is undermined by its
disingenuous motive.
Africa is in the grips of
a deadly disease. It’s HIV/
AIDS. It’s religion.
Africa’s biggest
problem, HIV/AIDS, is made
worse by religion’s influence.
Missionaries discourage using
condoms, lying about their
efficacy, despite overwhelming
findings by health organizations that condoms help fight
HIV/AIDS spreading. This is
leading to tens of millions of
deaths.
Another problem not talked
about much is also terrorizing
Africa. It’s not a new problem;

it’s out of the 17th century. In
Africa, people are being executed for witchcraft.
Everyone from children to
the elderly are being banished
from their villages or brutally
killed on suspicion of being
witches.
Africa’s problem is twofold.
Religion does play its part,
the other is the lack of education. Studies have shown that
there is a correlation between
increased education and
decreased religiosity.

Those faithful reading this
who disagree with me, I have
some questions for you. When
was the last time you burned
a witch? Killed a homosexual?
Stoned an adulterer? Chances
are the answer is never,
because you have something
better than faith: doubt.
Faith untempered by reason
is dangerous. Doubt is what
stops us from acting in the
extreme. It’s why there hasn’t
been a witch execution in this
country for centuries, it’s what
stops you from drinking the
poisoned Kool-Aid. It’s what
stops us from acting in mala
fide; in bad faith.
Think religion is the problem?
E-mail Fliginger
at fliginry@mnstate.edu

My generation isn’t known for brainpower, so people rarely
turn to us for counsel. After all, the most profound wisdom we
have is “Don’t whizz on the electric fence.”
I have made it through a few decades without serving prison
time, so I feel qualified to give some advice. To that end, I present
Rules for Awesomeness:
Buy things. Yeah, yeah, fiscal responsibility blah, blah, blah.
Know what? Screw it. If you’re at Wal-Mart and you think getting
that “Buffy the Vampire Slayer” season set will make you happy,
go for it.
Shut up. Here’s an interesting thing about people: If you stop
talking, they’ll talk. They might have fascinating things to say.
Most don’t, but they’ll like you more for letting them talk.
Bonus: When you stop talking, others fill the silence. This
makes them uncomfortable and likely to share things they didn’t
mean to. Write this stuff down for blackmail use.
Appreciate your mama. Anyone willing to sacrifice the structural integrity of her bladder to bring you into this world deserves
your respect. Be nice to her and don’t forget her birthday.
Read smut. Life’s too short to spend trudging through acceptable tomes. Spend a few hours with a gutter novel featuring a billionaire Italian and his innocent mistress instead. You won’t regret
skipping “Anna Karenina” for “Love-Slave to the Sheikh.”
Car dance. Crank up the ’80s tunes in the car and boogie. Make
old ladies scowl at you. Sing as out of tune as possible to “Beat
It” and “Jesse’s Girl.”
The world is full of rules and people judging you. Forget that.
There will be moments you’ll have to do what you’re told, but
don’t spend your life trying to fit a mold. Molds are for Jell-o,
not people. Just enjoy your life instead. In the words of Meatloaf,
“A wasted youth is better by far than a wise and productive old
age.”
Think you know it all?
E-mail Strnad
at strnadal@mnstate.edu

A&E
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Troupe changes ballet perception
By MICHAEL WEIGAND
Staff Writer

For those who have never
been to the ballet before because
they think it’s a stuffy snoozefest, The James Sewell Ballet
Company hopes to change
your minds.
The Minneapolis-based contemporary ballet company is
not your typical dance troupe,
and they want people to come
see why. The company will
perform at 7:30 p.m. Saturday
in Hansen Theatre in a program called “Spring.”
The troupe will not only
dance to traditional classical
music which includes Chopin,
Bach, Scott Joplin and Henry
Purcell, but also to the modern electronic music of Aphex
Twin, the abrasive punk rock
of The Dead Kennedys and the
death metal sounds of Napalm

Death, among others.
“These people are not your
normal ballet performers,” said
Rebecca Sundet Schoenwald,
assistant to the dean of arts
and humanities. “Expect to be
surprised.”
Schoenwald said that Sewell
Ballet Company performers
use their bodies’ movement in
ways not typically associated
with ballet.
Dance Magazine recently
wrote about the dance troupe:
“The appeal of Sewell’s company is that his reverence for
ballet is balanced by his eagerness to spoof it and his urge to
explore outside its safe boundaries.”
The dance troupe, which
was established in New York in
1990, relocated to Minneapolis
in 1993 and has performed in
the Fargo-Moorhead area sev-

eral times in association with
The Minnesota Orchestra, The
St. Paul Chamber Orchestra,
and at The Guthrie Theater.
The company was founded by James Sewell and Sally
Rousse. The company has performed in 28 states at more
than 300 different venues since
its inception.
“Dancers for me are not
interchangeable cogs that
can be popped in and out of
dances,” Sewell said. “They are
people with lives, loves (and
sometimes limps) who dance.
I have long wanted to create
portraits of the dancers in the
company, working with them
to select music, identify themes
and create movements.”
The New York Times called
Sewell one of American ballet’s most inventive choreographers.
If you’re interested in checking out the show, visit www.
mnstate.edu/perform.
Tickets can be purchased at
the MSUM Box Office from
noon to 4 p.m. weekdays or by

Submitted Photo

Tickets to the James Sewell Ballet Company can be purchased at
the MSUM Box Office. The performance is at 7:30 p.m. Saturday in
Hansen Theatre.

calling 477-2271. Tickets will
also be available at the door the
night of the performance.

Hiring Immediately!
P/T & F/T TELESALES - $9/HR BASE PAY EARNING UP
TO $12/HR!
VARIETY OF FLEXIBLE SHIFTS, CASUAL WORK ENVIRONMENT
PAID TRAINING

Apply in person at:

2829 S. University Drive, Fargo
www.pcifargo.com
EOE

Weigand can be reached at
michael-j-weigand@hotmail.com
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I-Beam settles back in Moorhead
By RYAN FLIGINGER
Staff Writer

After a brief hiatus, the IBeam nightclub reopened to
the Fargo-Moorhead community Halloween weekend of
2008.
In the words of the bar’s
own Web site, “The I-Beam
Nightclub is a friendly place.”
And after one visit to the IBeam with friends or on your
own, you will agree.
The bar’s staff is friendly
and welcoming. They seem
to be able to pick out newcomers from returning customers. Within moments of
sitting down, one is asked
three questions: “What’s your
name? Where are you from?
What will you have?”
It might not be official bar
policy, but sometimes the first
drink is on the house, a “welcome to the place” offering.
Other people seem taken
with the place’s unique, friendly atmosphere. Everyone is
buying one another drinks,
and whether you’re gay or
straight doesn’t make a difference.
I-Beam has a good working
relationship with MSUM. The
recent bartending class offered
by the university was held on
the bar’s premises.
The nightclub offers entertainment you would be hard
pressed to find at any other
Fargo-Moorhead establishment.
The bar’s drag shows are
one of its biggest draws. On
April 10, it hosted its annual
Drag Wars.
If you like dancing, the IBeam is definitely the place
for you. The bar has a spacious dance floor and hip hop
dance music, although if there
is no special event the crowd
can be small.
There is a cover charge of
$2, and though it is more for
drag shows or other special
events, it’s worth it.
The great blend of elements
and unique format makes the
I-Beam a must-go for anyone
in the F-M area looking for a

Calling all First Time
Home Buyers!
$8000 tax credit AND
Special Financing available!
Make your home in Stonemill Ponds,
Mhd, starting at $144,900
4416 13th St S – 4 bd/2b, 3rd lvl complete!
4421 13th St S and 4434 13th St S– 2 bd/2b,
4 lvl split

Open House May 3rd 1-4:30 pm!!
Talk to the ‘New Girl on the Rock’

Susie Nickell

329-8891 www.susienickell.com
Prudential LRES Realty

1402 43rd St SW Suite 200, Fargo, ND 58103

fun night out on the town.
What gives the I-Beam such
a strong clientele base is that
it is the only bar in the area
catering to the LGBTQ community. Don’t worry though:
If you’re straight they’ll still
serve you.
The I-Beam is as appreciative of their customers as
their customers are happy to
have the bar there. “I-Beam
sincerely thanks you for your
support. We enjoy seeing you
often,” the Web site said.
The I-Beam is located at 1021
Center Avenue in downtown
Moorhead. It’s open every
Friday and Saturday from 9
p.m. to 2 a.m.

Ryan Kliem / The Advocate

Fliginger can be reached
at fliginry@mnstate.edu

The I-Beam, located in downtown Moorhead, is a popular night spot for area GLBTQ as well as heterosexuals. Visit the club 9 p.m. to 2 a.m on Friday and Saturday nights from.

Sports
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Notes from nemzek

Track and field
breaks records
The Dragons showed strong
results at both the Drake and
Kansas City relays Saturday
and April 16-18.
The 200-meter relay team
consisting of freshmen Cory
Schuffelt, Uchnna Ogbonna,
Brock Keaton and Aaron
Lunde placed fifth and set the
school record at 127.82.
Additionally, the men’s 100meter relay team tied the previous record of 42.06.
The women’s 200-meter
relay placed fourth with a
record setting time of 144.39.
Jennifer Hensel took first at
the Kansas Relays for the second year in a row.
The Dragons will host the
Ron Masanz Invitational
on Saturday, and will go on
to compete in the NCAA II
Outdoor championships May
21 to 23.
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n
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This Week,
Sun dried Tomato
and feta pizza

Pizz
a

Do
Lun llar
ch
Cup of Hot Noodles
& Steaming Broth for $1
Add any Protein for 75¢
and any Veggie for 50¢

Sala
d

• Uptown Waldorf
Chicken Salad
• Grilled Chicken
• Granny Smith
Apples
• Mixed greens
• Blue cheese
• Candied Pecans

$4.5

Free Fountain
Soda Refills
in Union City
with any BK cup

0
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Softball finishes season
Sagehorn, Preston contribute to winning performances
By LOGAN GROSSMAN
Staff Writer

The Dragon softball team’s
season is slowly winding
down. With a long year behind
them, the team looks back on
an up-and-down season.
“The season started a little
rough,” head coach Kristen
Boyes said. “There were a
couple of games that we could
have won, and a couple that
just got away from us. As we
continue, however, the team
starts to improve.”
The Dragons currently hold
a 9-24 record overall and a 3-14
record in the NSIC, just coming off a four-game winning
streak. The streak continued
with their most recent win,
an 8-0 victory over Northern
State.
“We’re definitely getting
better,” Boyes said.
The team consists of several talented athletes, each of
whom have contributed to the
team throughout this and previous seasons.
Among the weapons on the
field are seniors Kari Sagehorn
and Casey Preston.
“Sagehorn is our No. 1
pitcher,” Boyes said. “She also
leads the team in batting average. It is great to have Kari on
the mound when it comes to
crunch time.
“Preston, our first baseman,
is also a welcome addition to
the team. She leads our team
in homeruns and has the second-best batting average, and
on defense, she is one of the
best, if not the best, on the
team.”
With only a few games left
on the schedule, the Dragons
try to stay positive.
“We have only a handful of

Michael Smith / the advocate

Senior pitcher Kari Sagehorn steps up to the mound during a double header against Bemidji State
April 22. The Dragons won their first game 2-0 and their second 5-4. Sagehorn also leads the team in
batting average.

games left, but we hope to finish out those remaining games
strong,” Boyes said. “We would
like to finish the season strongly. We started a little rocky but
hopefully will go out with a
bang. Even though we’re not
eligible for conference, we still
want to finish like we’re fighting for the title.”

The team will lose five
seniors at the end of the season, and there are no returning
juniors, but Boyes is not dismayed. The team has a strong
group of younger women.
The Dragons went into battle ready as they finished the
season at Augustana Tuesday
and Wayne State yesterday.

The team was not eligible to
compete in the NSIC tournament this weekend, but hope
to make it next year.

Grossman can be reached
at grossmanlo@mnstate.edu
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run

Students gear up for Fargo Marathon
Heidi Shaffer / the advocate

By TIMOTHY STULKEN
Sports Editor

The
Fargo
Marathon
doesn’t begin until May 9,
but individuals participating
in the marathon, half marathon and marathon relay
events have been training for
months.
“I have been training three
days a week,” junior Julie
Berry said. “We are training on a schedule we found
online. We started off doing
two and three miles at a time
and have worked our way
up to six miles on our short
days.”
Senior Amanda Cashman
and Berry began training
shortly after the start of the
spring semester.
“One of my New Year’s
resolutions was to work
out more, and when I came
back from Christmas break,
Cashman told me about her
goal to run the half marathon, and I decided to give it
a shot,” Berry said.
Cashman said she had
always hoped to run a half
marathon.
“It’s going to be such a
physical feat,” Cashman said.
“It’s been a goal of mine forever. Someday I hope to run
the full marathon.”
Berry said that she enjoys
the feeling of accomplish-

ing what she thought she
couldn’t.
“The most rewarding part
of training is just pushing
myself further than I ever
thought I could go,” she said.
“Before I started training, I
never thought I would be
able to do three miles, but
now I’m running six on short
days.”
The two women are not
the only people training for
the marathon. Cashman said
she has encouraged others to
continue their training regiments.
“I signed up in December,”
she said. “After I signed up, I
got my three siblings to sign
up, as well as Julie and several of my other friends. They
have all been a great encouragement for me in training.
I hurt my ankle earlier this
week, and it’s been tough,
but Julie is encouraging.”
Berry said that others
should consider running in
the marathon next year.
“I’d encourage others to
do it next year,” she said. “It
feels good to have accomplished something. It’s
rewarding. Plus, it’s good for
your health.”
Cashman agreed, saying
the feeling of accomplishment, even during training,
is great.

“When you’ve just run
seven or eight miles for the
first time and you’re saying
to yourself, ‘Wow that’s the
farthest I’ve ever run,’ it feels
great,” she said. “I would
definitely encourage others
to do it next year. Whether
you think you can or not, if
you are considering, just do
it.
“To quote Thomas Edison,
‘When you do what you
are capable of, you astound
yourself.’ Who knew I could
run seven miles?”

The Fargo Marathon began
in 2005 and has grown steadily ever since.
According
to
Fargo
Marathon’s Web site, “Our
inaugural event in 2005
brought in over 2,400 participants … Uff Da! We thought
that was as big as we would
ever get! In 2006, we moved
to the Fargodome, and that
number jumped to over 6,000
… Double Uff Da!”
More than 9,000 participated in 2007, and 2008 brought
in over 13,000 runners to

Fargo. All 50 states and a few
countries were represented.
Registration
is
open
online at fargomarathon.com
through today, and events
include the full and half
marathons, a two- and fourperson marathon relay and a
five kilometer run.
Registration will also occur
at the Health and Fitness
Expo at the Fargodome on
May 8.
Stulken can be reached
at stulketi@mnstate.edu

News
A year in photos
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The Advocate remembers an eventful 2008-2009 school year through its favorite photos

Chris Erickson / The Advocate

The Red River flood caused the cancelation of classes for the two weeks following spring break. MSUM students helped prevent flood damage by volunteering to sandbag
at various areas affected by the flood in Fargo, Moorhead and surrounding areas.

Chris Huber / The Advocate

This year was a memorable presidential victory as the first African American
president, Barack Obama, was elected. Students gathered in the CMU Ballroom
Jan. 19 to watch his inauguration.

Jared Winmill / The Advocate

Heidi Shaffer / The Advocate

Al Franken, who continues to fight a close race for one of Minnesota’s U.S. Senate
seat, visited with MSUM students before the elections on Oct. 27.

Sophomore swimmer Kaylie Potter exchanges a laugh with Scorch at the Dragon
Invitational swim meet Feb. 27.
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Advocate adviser to retire
After 31 years at MSUM, Tornell completes his final year
By ALYSSA SCHAFER
Staff Writer

As a third-year Air Force
officer in Charleston, S.C.,
Glenn Tornell sat at his desk,
waiting for his work assignment. His commanding officer walked in and handed
him a copy of the Associated
Press Stylebook.
“Read this,” the commander barked and walked away.
Thirty-some years later,
Tornell admits he didn’t learn
about AP Style, the inverted
pyramid or ledes in a classroom.
As publications and news
service director for MSUM,
Tornell keeps Fargo-Moorhead
up-to-date with MSUM-centered publications like the
weekly newsletter ContiNews
and biannual magazine
AlumNews.
Part of the reason Tornell’s
story is unique is that even
without formal training, he
has managed to have a successful career as a journalist
while teaching younger generations what he has learned
along the way.
A Forest Lake, Minn., native,
Tornell graduated from the
University of Minnesota in
1969 with a bachelor’s degree
in humanities.
“I put myself through
school playing in rock ‘n’ roll
bands, for eight or 10 years of
my life,” Tornell said.
An outgoing conversationalist, Tornell played lead guitar and taught lessons on the
side as a way to earn extra
money.
Drafted in the early 1970s,
Tornell opted for the U.S. Air
Force, and he spent a year in
Vietnam teaching Vietnamese
mechanics and pilots how to
speak English.
“This is what we’d say the
first day of class, ‘Which way
to the bus stop?’ ” he said. “I’ll
never forget that.”
After returning to the
United States, Tornell spent
two years on a military base
in Charleston, where he was
assigned to work at the base
newspaper.
“I’d hardly even read a
paper before that,” Tornell
said. “I had no formal training in mass communications,
journalism or photography.
I’d never done anything like
it before in my life.”
Eventually, Tornell became
editor of the base newspaper and completed a master’s
degree in English from the
University of Minnesota in
1973.
After his four-year stint in
the military, Tornell returned
to Minnesota to become a
small-town journalist because,
while he liked teaching, he did
not have a teaching license.
Tornell took a job at the

Want a part-time
job next fall?
Apply to be
distribution manager
of The Advocate.
E-mail advocate@
mnstate.edu
Classifieds
For Rent

Huge 3 BR Apt, 1/2 block from
MSUM, heat/water paid, dishwasher, dble garage, laundry,
$750. Open May or June 1st.
701-238-0081.
Large 2 BR apts. for rent. Summer rent $300/mo for June,
July, August. $450-$475 starting
in Sept. Heat/water paid. Off
street parking included. Walk to
campus. Call Jon for appointment
to view @ 218-790-4866. No
partiers please!
House for Rent:
2 blocks from MSUM/Concordia,
4+bedrooms/2 bath, Large Living
Room, Large, Newer Kitchen,
Double garage and off street
parking, Private Yard
1,200/month Available June 1st
7018661585
APARTMENTS FOR RENT. Summer or school year ’09-’10. One,
two, three & four bedrooms. 1 to
4 people. Most with heat paid.
Also, efficiency and roommates.
Located between campuses and
North of campus. 218-236-1143 or
www.fmcharterrentals.com.
Large efficiency. Heat & water
paid. Balcony. Laundry. Plug-ins.
June 1st. $325. 701-238-0081
Apartment for rent. Large 4 BR,
2 bath, duplex. 1/2 block from
MSUM. Heat/water paid. $1,000/
month. Avail. June and July.
Contact 701.238.0081
Cole Ryg / The Advocate

Glenn Tornell takes a picture at the Student Academic Conference April 21. Tornell will retire in June
after 31 years as adviser of The Advocate.

Daily American, a Minneapolis thought of.”
newspaper that paid him cash
Doug Hamilton, executive
for each story he wrote.
director of public relations for
In 1977, he moved to MSUM, said Tornell’s style is
Springfield, Minn., where he unique, but definitely profesworked as a writer and pho- sional. Since Tornell was hired
tographer for the Springfield as publications and news serAdvance
vice director
Press.
for MSUM in
“(Tornell) has great
On his first
1978, many
sensibilities and a
day
there,
of his stories
calm demeanor,
Tornell was
have
been
and he’s just sort
sent to phopublished as
of got the mentaltograph an
prominent
ity of a journalist, and that
airplane accifeature stories
comes naturally.”
dent. Tornell
in The Forum.
said, at that
S h a n n a
Novak
time, he had
Novak, 1997Former Advocate Adviser
virtually no
1998 Advocate
photography
editor, said,
experience. He didn’t even “(Tornell) has great sensibiliknow how to load a cam- ties and a calm demeanor, and
era with film, so he read the he’s just sort of got the meninstructions, loaded a roll of tality of a journalist, and that
film and went out to take comes naturally.”
photos. When he developed
Four months into Tornell’s
his prints and vivid images position at MSUM, Cal Olsen,
appeared, he began to appre- the student newspaper ’s
ciate the “magic” of photog- adviser, left his position.
raphy.
At that time, Tornell
“That’s learning on the replaced Olsen as adviser for
job,” Tornell said. “I think The Advocate. At first, Tornell
it’s better that I didn’t get scrutinized every facet of The
trained in anything, so that I Advocate’s production. “I’d
don’t think about what I do. go over literally every para(When I write), I don’t follow graph in the paper,” he said.
grammatical rules, I just do
Over the past three decades,
my own style. It’s best not Tornell has gradually relaxed

“

his advising style.
Advocate editor in 20072008 Lee Morris said, “He
really lets us learn on the
job, make mistakes and grow
from those mistakes, but he’s
always there if we need him.”
While Novak was editor
of The Advocate, she knew
she could count on Tornell
to back her, but most of the
time he encouraged her to
handle problems concerning
the management of the newspaper.
“He would do what he
could, but he also challenged
me to sort of take the reins
and figure out the situations
myself,” Novak said.
Tornell said he would often
tell editors: “If you want to
make a mistake, you do it.
It’s your fault. If you can’t do
(journalism), find something
else to do.”
“Tornell knows student editors can be very young and
inexperienced, but he trusts
them to perform well under
pressure,” Morris said. “There
can’t be a harder job for any
other student worker on campus. It’s nonstop. It’s a 40
hours a week job in addition
to full-time school work. It’s
definitely challenging.”

Tornell, back page

For Rent. Large 3 bedroom house
303 14th Street South, Fargo,
l 1/2 baths, fireplace, screen
porch, sun porch, garage, washer
dryer, nice yard, utilities paid.
$1,350. Furnished or not. Available May 1. Contact Mark Strand
701.238.6734.

Now Hiring
H2O Sprinkler Systems is looking
for individuals with underground
lawn sprinkler system experience
for install & service.
Call 701-293-8488.
SUMMER EMPLOYMENT: Counselors, Speech & Occupational
Therapists and Aides, Reading Instructors, Recreation, Crafts and
Waterfront Personnel needed for
a summer camp in ND. Working
with children with special needs.
Salary plus room and board.
Contact: Dan Mimnaugh
Camp Grassick, Box F
Dawson, ND 58428
701-327-4251
grasbek@bektel.com

Misc.

Luv of Dog Rescue needs foster
and forever families for many dogs
who have been rescued from area
pounds.Volunteer
opportunities are also available.
701-205-0190.
www.4luvofdog.com
Confused by all the churches out
there? Are you looking for the truth
that will set you free? Come check
out the church of Christ. The Moorhead church of Christ meets at:
123 21st St. S. Our meeting times
are: Sun 10:00 AM & 6:00 PM,
Wed at 7:00 PM. For more info call
291-1992.

Back Page
Grads, front
Curbing the expenditure really
depends on one’s own choices
about buying extra items and
after parties.
“I spent about $60 for cap,
gown, tassel and hood,” said
Elizabeth Kalinowski, a mas-

ter’s student in counseling and
student affairs. “My family and
grandparents will be here from
Burnsville (Minn.). Managing
their cost of stay and dinner
may add up to $350.”
These small financial hurdles

cannot outweigh the efforts
graduate students have made
all these past years for this one
big day. Finally, delight will be
seen on all their faces.
Dustin Detar, graduating in
music industry said, “It’s been

Honors, front
this is a huge thing for our
school,” said Amjad Habouch,
vice chair of public relations
and marketing for the organization. “It prepares members
for a life after college.”
The mission statement of
Phi Sigma Pi forms a tripod
of scholarship, fellowship and
leadership.
“I feel like it fills a gap in
our campus,” Wassberg said.
“Normally you have to be
involved in a lot of other organizations to get the benefits that

this one organization offers.”
Phi Sigma Pi offers scholarships and gives awards to
members across the country
as well as members of the fraternity.
“I think this organization
will help change the image of
the school as we get involved
in the community and get our
group more recognizable,”
Wassberg said. “We are a good
school and people don’t realize
that.”
Wassberg and Habouch hope

to get Phi Sigma Pi involved in
the Fargo-Moorhead area to
help the organization become
known.
“It’s a valuable experience
with any student organization,” Wassberg said. “You
make so many new friends and
you have a chance to make a
difference on campus.”
Phi Sigma Pi will accept new
members come Fall 2009.

Tornell, page 11
As an editor for the Chicago
Tribune, Novak still draws on
the advice that Tornell gave
her while she was Advocate
editor.
“One time when I was very
stressed, (Tornell) said, ‘In the
long run, we’re going to get
through this. That’s a minimal
problem. Don’t waste a lot of
your time on it. We can solve
it,’ ” Novak said. “I just always
remember that during stressful
journalism situations.”
Tornell said that while selecting an editor for The Advocate

is very important, he rarely has
options.
“I’ve only maybe twice in
my 30 years had a choice for
editors,” Tornell said. “They
always just kind of pop up. I
can’t really describe it. It’s like
how I write. It’s a feeling for
the person.”
Novak is one Advocate editor who came into the job at an
opportune time.
“I just didn’t have that much
experience,” Novak said. “I
sort of came in at a time when
there was question as to who

the next editor would be.”
Since Tornell became the
adviser in 1978, The Advocate
has had some significant successes.
“We used to take first place
quite a bit at the state newspaper contest, Minnesota
Newspaper Convention contest,” Tornell said. “It was nice
... being named the best (student) newspaper in the state.
We did that five or six times.”

George can be reached
at georgean@mnstate.edu

Schafer can be reached
at schaal@mnstate.edu

a long exciting road. I’m not too
worried yet about the job, but
just thrilled to get a degree.”
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Gopal Chaudhary can be reached
at chaudhargo@mnstate.edu

May 8:
Avalanche
Johnson Barn
Dances

9pm - 1am / (701) 967-8912 / 2 miles North of Arthur, ND on HI.81
Barn Available for Rent - Wedding Dances or Parties
Admission $7.00 Visit Web Page at www.johnsonsbarn.com

